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MINING LAWS OF ausTRra 


By x. P. Youngman” 


PREFATORY NCTE 


This paper is one of a series of digests of foreign mining legislation 
and court decisions that is being prepared in advance of a general report 
relative to the right of American citizens to explore for minerals and to own 
and overate mines in various foreign countries. This interpretation of the 
mining laws of Austria was prepared chiefly from reports made by American 
representatives) at Vienna and transmitted to the United States Bureau of 
Mines through the courtesy of the Department of State aud of the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 


. INTRCDUCTICN 


Prior to 1854 the provincial leSislatures in Austria enacted their own 
mining laws. The confusion that resulted from the existence of different 
codes when mining began to be conducted by modern methods forced the drafting 
of a law to cover all mining overations of the country. Such a general law 
(allezemines ‘dsterreichisches Berggesetz) came into effect May 23, 1854, in 
the old monarchy, with the exception of Hungary, which had its own special 
laws. This general law of 18654 is still the basic miniag law for Austria, 
although it has been amended and supylemented by a mumber of acts. 


1 - The Bureau of Mines will welcome the reprinting of this paper, provided 
the following footnote acknowledgment is used: "Reprinted from U. S. 
Bureau of Mines Information Circular 6535." 

- Rare metals and nonmetals division, U. 5. Bureau of Mines. 

Richardson, Gardner, commercial attache, dJustrian Mining Law: Spec. Rept. - 

32, Feb. 12, 1931 (made in answer to a questionnaire of the U.S. Bureau 

of Mines and anproved by an official of the Mining Department, Ministry 

of Commerce and Communications, Austria). : 3 

Groves, H. Lawrence, comercial attaché, Mining Lews of Austria: Spec. 

Rept. 25, Nov. 9, 1928 (made in answer to a questionnainmof the U. S. 

Bureau of Mines and approved by an official of the Austrian Mining Depart- 

ment, Dr.- Streinz). 

Heingartner, Robert H., consul, Austrian Mining Lews: Consular Rept. 394, 

Dec. 19, 1923 (approved by officials of the Ministry of Commerce and Com- 

manications) . 

Groves, H. Lawrence, commercial attaché, Austrian Law Favors Oil Exploita- 

tion: Econ. and Trade Notes 68, Mar. 1, 1929. 

Perkins, C. Warwick, vice consul, Prospective Drilling for 011 and Natural 

Gas in Austria: Consular Rept., Dec. 7, 1928 (approved by Councillor 

Franz Agzermann, Chief of the Mining Department, and by others). 
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Hungarian legislation still aovlies to the Province of Burgenland, 
Austria. However, no essential difference exists between the mining law of 
Austria and that of Hungary, as Hungary in 1868 prescribed for itself the 
full text and decisions of the General Austrian Mining Law. 


The basic law and its amendments are es follows: 


General Austrian Mining Lew (allgemeines dsterreichisches ing ag 
May 23, 1854, State Legislative Bulletin 146 (R. G. Bl. Nr. 146 


Mineral oil and mineral gas law (Erddl- und Erdgasgesetz), July 7, 1922, 
Federal Legislative Bulletin 446 (B. G. Bl. Nr. 446) 


Law governing drilling discoveries (Bohrfundgesetz), Sept. 26, 1923, 
Federal Legislative Bulletin 535 (B. G. Bl. Nr. 535) 


Mining wase law (Bergbaulohnzahlungsgesetz), May 17, 1912, Federal 
Legislative Bulletin 107 (R. G. Bl. Nr. 107) 


General law governing the simplification of Federal administration 
(allgemeines Verwaltungsentlastungszesetz), July 21, 1925, Federal 
legislative Bulletin 277 (B. G. Bl. Nr. 277) 


Law governing the fees for free prospects (Treischiirfeovihrengesetz) , 
May 12, 1925, Federal Legislative Bulletin 160 (B. G. Bl. Nr. 160) — 


The following are the more important of the supplementary laws: 


Law governing the establishment and province of the mining authorities 
(Gesetz uber die Einrichtung und den Wirkungskreis der 
. Bergbehérden), July 21, 1871, State Legislative Bulletin 77 
(R. G. Bl. Nr. 77) 


Law governing operating instructions for free prospecting (Bundes- 
gesetz betreffend die Erlassung vom Betriebsvorschriften flr 
Freischirfe), Oct. 20, 1921, Federel Legislative Bulletin 587 
(B. G. Bl. Nr. 587) | 


Law governing the establishment of a social welface fund for miners 
(Bundesgesetz betreffend die Errichtung eines Bergbauflirsorgefonds) , 
Dec. 3, 1925, Federal Legislative Bulletin 432 (B. G. Bl. Nr. 432) 


General mining police rezulations (allgemeine Bergpolizeiverordung), 
Aug. 26, 1928, Federal Legislative Bulletin 238 (B. G. Bl. Nr. 238) 


Law governing the employment of women and children and the workkng 
hours in mines (Bergarbeitergesetz), July 28, 1919, Federal 
_ Legislative Bulletin 406 (S. G. Bl. Nr. 406) 
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The mineral wealth of Austria has not been exhausted. The following 
table, giving production figures for 1929, is a fair index of the importance 
of Austria's mineral industry. Petroleum, no production of which has been 
recorded, is discussed ina acrerete section of a paper. 


Mineral production in iuatita in 19297 


Value 2 

Mineral “Metric tons (schillings)©“ 
Antimony ore 11,290.7 - 240,000 . 
Barite 300.1 7,606 
Briquettes 420.0 18,192 
Cement :  $50,000.0 --- 
Coal (pituminous) _ 208,020.0 6,514,502 
lignite | 3,524, 792.0 (65,145,966 
Coke (gas-house) 62,894.8 --- 
Copper ore 135,113.5 2,706,092 
Graphite (crude) 25,296.1- 854,753 

sum 43,000.0 peice ee 
Ichthyolic shale | -; 670.4 52,962 
Iron (manganese content) 1,891, 381.0 (15,567,433 
Pig iron (458 973.0 56,857,729 
Kaolin 33,050.0 -- = 
Lead and zinc ore 115,024.9 2,729,071 
Lead~smelter product 6,569.0 — 5,207, 241 
Magnesite (crude) 438 ,000.0 --- 
Mineral paints: | 

Ochre 1,071.8 20 , 432 

Iron oxide 1,136.2 178 , 624 
Metallic quicksilver 5.9 81,442 
Rock salt 3,040.5 Se a ie 
Salt brine 5, 551, 311.0. --- 
Gold-silver een a i 50 , 556 
Talc | _ 17,000.0 --- 


1/ Harris, Ernest L., American consul general, Vienna; Consular 
Rept., Aug. 11, 1930; Bureau of Mines foreign file 2919. 

2/ The 1930 exchange value of the Austrian schilling was 14.0891 _ 
cents in U. S. currency. 

3/ Hectoliters. 


CLASSIFICATION 


With the exception of salt, which as a State monopoly is in a Class 
by itself, minerals fall into but. two classes: (1) "Reserved" minerals 
(vorbehaltene Mineralien), the disposal of which belongs exclusively to 
the Government; and (2) "all others," which belong to the owner of the 
surface. 


The so-called -“reserved" minerals include all those that can be utilized 
because of their content of metal, sulphur, alum, or sodium chloride; waters — 
that are of value "because of their metal admixture"; graphite, asphalt, 
mineral 011, mineral gas, all minerals that are "technically valuable because. 
of their bitumen content," and all varieties of pit coal and lignite. 
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OWNERSHIP 


The Ocieiet Austrian Wining Law ‘reiterated and made ities a vital 
principle (expressed in earlier laws) from the point of view of national 
economy-~that is, that the exploitation of mineral resources should be inde- 
pendent of and above property rights. A certain group of minerals, there- 
fore, was reserved to the “exclusive right of. disposal by the sovereign" 
(now the State). Such reserved minerals may be prospected for and mined 
only by the express ‘authorization of- ‘the Government, in accordance with the 
provisions of the law. The "sovereign right" by which certain minerals be- 
long to the sovereign (State) is called Bergregal, 


In ordér to prospect on his own land for the "reserved" minerals, the — 
owner must obtain permission from the Government ; but otherwise the éwner of 
the surface land ‘has the right of ownership oe the air column above, to. _the 
surface land, Nas ve the subsoil. | 


-  @ a) 
- HOG 


RIGHTS OF FOREIGERS 


Any foreigner is on equal terms with aioe with respect to mining 
operations in Austria, provided that the couritry of his origin grants like © 
privileges to Austrian citizens. This oer of reciprocity is enunciated 
in the Civil Code (blirgerliches ee, | —— 


A nonresident foreigner mst have a legal ‘pipeeneisiass within Austria; 
likewise, partnerships or companies must have a joint Ee preneteey inthe ... 
country. Foreign stock companies require an "admission," in accordance with — 
an imperial decree of November 29, 1865 (State legislative Bulletin 127). 
Incorporation of a foreign company under the laws of Austria is not required. 
(See also section of this paper entitled "Mining Companies. #) | 


Americans and other foreigners are not discriminated. against either by 
law or by factors outside of the law; on the contrary, foreign initiative 
in the mining field is encouraged by the Austrian Government, which is 
anxious further to develop Austria's natural resources, Labor laws, affect- 
ing foreigners and nationals: alike, are more exacting’ and burdensome to the. 
mining industry than they are to other industries. At this time the heavy 
expenses in connectién with old-age insurance (approximately 5 per. cent of. 
the pay roll) mst be borne by the mining operators, as the special funds 
(Bruderladen) from which this insurance was paid formerly wére lost through 
the depreciation of the currency. The total cost to the employer for welfare 
purposes has been estimated at 25 per cent of the average pay roll. (See 
also section of this Peper entitled "Worknen' s Insurance." 0) _ 


Neither the law nor the Government specifies that a@ certain percentage. 
of ownership in mining enterprises must be in the hands of nationals. 


MINING AUTHORITIES 


“The mining authority of the Austrian Republic is the Mining Department, 
Mintetry ‘of Commerce and Communications; in some circumstances the. pena 


4 =: Groves,” H. iewiene” Tad Heingartner, Robert a ‘verks cited. 
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of Finance serves as a final court of aneeal.” Seven district mining boards. 
(Revierbergamter) form subordinate administrative authorities, located at 
St. Polten, for Lower Austria; Wels, for Upper Austria and Salzburg; Leoben 
and Graz, for Styria; Klagenfurt, for Carinthia; Hall, for Tirol and : 
Vorarlberg; and Sauerbrunn, for Burgenland. 


A Revierbergamt grants both prospecting and mining rights in its dis-. 
trict. It has no right to refuse a permit or a renewal thereof, provided 
the fees are paid and the prescribed amount of work is done. As this pro- 
vision of the law is moch criticised by local experts, a change is contem- 
plated. , ea | 


Mining matters are subject to certain mining courts of first instance 
(Berggerichte), composed of svecial mining senates, which consist of judges 
and technically trained advisers. These courts are located in the Federal 
States: at St. Polten for Lower Austria, at Steyr for Upper Austria, at 
Salzburg for the State of Salzburg; at Leoben and Graz for Styria; at 
Klagenfurt for Carinthia; and at Innsbruck for Tirol and Vorarlberg. 


PROSPECTING PERMITS 


No prospecting may. be done with respect to the "reserved" minerals by 
any one Be even the surface owner) without a Government permit. <A pros- 
pecting permit does not specify a certain mineral or minerals but covers all 
"reserved" minerals. | 


The general permit (allgemeine Schurfbewilligung) does not grant an : 
exclusive right, as more than one permit may be issued for the same area. 
An exclusive right may be obtained by the registration of what is termed 
"¥reischurf," or "free prospect," which is the right to exclude any other 
prospector, irrespective of prior rights, within a circular area having a 
radius of 425 meters. Registration consists in notifying the mining authori- 
ties of the location of the central point chosen for operations. The noti- 
fication mst contain.a reference to a prospecting license already granted, 
or it must be accompanied by an application for such a license. It must be 
accompanied also by documentary proof that the anmal fee of 5 Austrian 
schillings has been paid. <A Freischurf, covering the same period for which 
the prospecting permit 1s issued, and applying to unlimited depth and height, 
is effective on the day upon which the registration reaches the authorities. 


Application.--An application for a prospecting permit is made to the 
Revierbergamt of the district in which the prospecting is to be done. 


Qualifications.--Except that an applicant for a permit mst be of age 
(21 years old) and met possess the usual qualifications for the free exercise 
of civil rights, no conditions are imposed by the law. 
5 - Richardson, Gardner, Work cited. | | 
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Duration.--A prospecting license is eeeuee for one year, but it may be 
extended from year to year..«- ous : 


Area. ~The area covered by an onan eee aeeins permit is not defi- 
aitely limited; that covered by a Freischurf has a diameter of 850 meters. 


Work pecuiped --Although the Austrian law specifies that a certain 
amount of work mist be done to keep a permit in force, in view of the fact 
that the requirements are exacting, the decision, in each case, of the amount 
of work to be done has been left to the supervising authority (Revierbergant) . 
The Austrian Government intends to modify the requirements and then to inforce 
its rulings strictly, thereby limiting the discretionary power of the local 
‘supervisors. 


Digpobal oF aiueeae: --Neither &. geneval: prospecting: permit nor a 

| Freischurf gives the holder an ownership claim upon the minerals within his 
prospecting area or the right to mine them. Prospectors desiring to acquire 
ownership of the "reserved" minerals mst ‘apply to the proper authority for 
a concession or a grant. A prospector. has the right to demand that the 
ownérship of a limited quantity (two or three carloads) of minerals found by 
him in a deposit be givdn to him by the ldcal Revierbergamt. A prospector 

. disposing of "reserved" minerals for which a grant has not been given, with- 
out a provisional permission from the mining authorities, is liable to a 
penalty amounting to the ‘equivalent. ‘of the er used or disposed of. 


Exemptions.--Without the consent of the owner of the land, progpecting is 
not permitted within dwelling houses or farm or other buildings; in back 
gardens, flower gardens, or other fenced=in gardens; or in cemeteries or 
Walled-in fields. Without. the consent of the administrative authorities, 

_ prospecting is not permitted on public thoroughfares, railway tracks, water- 
Works, Protective SeEuctEree, or thé zropt tons. of the ahaa 


oe "Verletinang des icibemineacat gives ane only. gacthe. righta: bat also the 
ayers property of the deposit in question. This right, which is- not a lease, 
“éoncession, or grant (in the’ general meaning of: such terms), but full owner- 
ship, is given after an officiel inspection has. proved that the deposit in 
“question justifies exploitation and is —— be the aa sei mining 

- actually will be undertaken. © ' 


Application.--An application for’ a mining right.(made to the local 
REE = cme mist be accompanied by a detailed map,. showing. the exact loca- 
tion of the deposit. 


| Priority right. --The lew sigeu the holder of a Wealeelee the ‘right to 
demand mining privileges dvér:one or. several. units in the area allotted to 
him for prospecting purposes,. but it does pee Sou din peer dee as to choice 
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of the size or the location of the units. In actual practice, a prospector 
that locates deposits of minable minerals always succeeds in putting in the 
first claim for mining and ownership rights over worthwhile parcels. 


. Duration.--A mining right, being a property right, is unlimited as to 
time. 


Areas.--The unit of the mining area is the "Grubenmass," which is | 
rectangular in form, which extends to an unlimited depth and height (ewige 
Héhe und ewige Teufe), and which méasures 45,116 square meters. The shorter 
side of the rectangle mst not be less than 106 meters. (Fractions, or 
"Uberscharen," are those parts that are so surrounded by allocated Grubenmasse 
that a regular unit can not be laid into them.) 


As a rule, only one Grubenmass is granted in an open lode. However, four 
double Grabénmasse may be given in the case of pit coal and lignite or four 
simple Grubenmasse in the case of any of the other "reserved" minerals. The 
Revierbergamter may, and frequently have, granted more than the stipulated 
number of units when local concitions warranted their doing so. With respect 
to minerals found on the surface in natural deposits or on old abandoned 
burrows, areas as large as 115,000 square meters have been allowed. | 


A placer unit is termed "Tagmass." Tagmasse are granted for seusrvedl 
minerals appearing in sand banks, in river beds, in surface deposits, in 
rocks formed by sediments, in old abandoned pit heaps, and in "bean" and bog 
ores. The Tagmass does not, as a rule, extend beyond the rock itself. 


Auxiliary rights. -~"Hilfsbaue," or shafts and by-pits, beyond the limits 
of the allocated field, may be constructed and operated only with the per- 
mission of the mining authorities. 


"Revierstollen," or adit levels, "mining enterprises whereby an entire 
mining district is opened by shafts or whereby operations are facilitated," 
may be constructed and operated only with 7 ‘permission of the mining 
eathorities. 


Obligations and rights.--The chief obligation of the holder of a mining 
privilege in one or more units is that of actually mining without interrup- 
tion. Another obligation called a "construction-guarantee duty" 
(Bauhafthaltungspflicht) is that of safeguarding persons and property. Non- 
compliance with this duty is punishable by a withdrawal of mining rights. 
Another duty of the mine owner is that of keeping correct mine charts and 
furnishing statistical data to the mining authorities. 


The usual mine owner's rights (based upon the peculiarity and the 
economic importance of the mining industry) include those of erecting the 
necessary buildings, foundries, mills, water~power plants, and water~supply 
systems; building roads, railways, and bridges, as well as other means of 
commnication; and practicing all the handicrafts necessary to mining opera- 
tions in special workshops, without the necessity of obtaining a separate 
and special concession therefor. 
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TRANSFERS 


Both prospecting permits. and mining rights may be transferred ‘to other 
persons. No specjal permission.is required, but a notification of every 
transfer mst be sent. to. the Revierbergamt. <A Freischurf may be traneferred 
only to a person already holding a pene license or ERED one therefor 
at the time of. the transfer. 


CANCELLATION AND FORFEITURE 


Public interest may at times justify the cencellatton « or the , modifica- 
tion of either a prospecting right (Freisckurf) or a mining right. In actual 
practice cancellation has been confined almost entirely to the withdrawal of 
oil rights when the owners therof declined to undertake exploration or 
exploitation and the Government transferred the rights to a group willing to 
undertake drilling. 


Of course, mining rights may be cancelled by way of punishment for the 
nonfulfillment of obligations on the part of the owner of a right; but can- 
cellation is exceptional and does not, take place in a properly operated mine. 


A penalty (500 schillings for the first offense and 1,000 schillings 
for a repititign) is imposed for failure to comply with the police regule- 
tions or to observe the safety measures prescribed by the mining authorities. 
If safety rules are.disregarded in spite of repeated warnings or penalties, | 
the authorities are entitled to withdraw the license. 


RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF LANDOWNERS 


_ Every surface owner has the right to inspect every prospecting permit 
covering his land and mst be given a chance to come to an amicable agree- 
ment with a permittee concerning compensation. But the landowner may not 
prevent prospecting; for if no agreement is reached, the permit holder is 
eathorized to apply to the authorities for permission to commence ‘prospecting 
and at the same time to request that the authorities institute proceedings 
against the landowner to compel surrender of the land. According to the . 
general mining law, a landowner is obliged to cede, for appropriate remuner- 
ation, the parcels of ground required by a prospector, provided he can prove 
that actual prospecting | mock place during the prececine year. 


TAXES AND FEES 
The regular. industrial taxes are levied upon mining oxtorprises 
A fee of 5 schillings is. collected for each permit. 
Each mining unit ("Mass") is subject to a fee (payable semianmally)-- 
usually about 10 schillings a year for pit coal and lignite deposits and’ 


about 5 schillings a year for other "reserved" minerals. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


Mining Companies 


Mines may be operated by several co-owners or by companies, such as 
share-holding comoanies. A special form thet is often encountered in Austria 
is the "Gewerkschaft," or mining association, which is distinguished from a 
share-holding commany by the fact that the associates, if necessary, may be 
forced to give special assistance, which can not be claimed from shareholders. 
An associate, however, is responsible only to the value of his share of the 
assets of the Gewerkschaft. The shares in mining associations are termed 
"Kuxe." Not more than 128 Kuxe may be issued, and a Kux may not be divided 
into more than 100 parts, Thus the capital of an association may not be sub- 
divided into more than 12,800 shares, except under exter ional etreumerencee 
and with the sanction of the autnorities. 


Monopolies 


Monopolistic concessions are not granted in Austria. | 


Salt is under a State monopoly, according to the customs and State 
monopoly act of July 11, 1835, whereby all salt, whether in springs or in sub- 
terranean rock, is subject to a State monopoly; therefore, no mining claims 
for salt may be granted. The salt mines of the State are subject to the pro- 
visions of the general mining law, and the mines and the plants are under the 
supervision of the mining authorities. Surface owners! rights are greater 
in salt mining than in other mining, een we, with respect to the expro- 
priation of land and buildings. 


Mining Registers 


At eee iMntee court a mining register is kept in which wre rights 
are inscribed, with the same legal effect as entries in the land registers. 


Norimen! 8 Insurance 


By virtue of a law of ‘Jaly 28, , 1889, mine employees are insured against 
old age or invalidity, through the "Bruderladen." Moreover, sickness insur- 
ance in industrial undertakings applies to the mining industry.. Insurance 
for the members of miners’ families also exists. Upon the depreciation of 
4ustria's currency and the subsequent depreciation of the Crown sick fund, 
contributions were increased by legal measures, a law of April 16, 1920, pro- 
viding that insurance rates be increased by supplements. These supplements, 
which the employer must pay, amount to 5 per cent of wages. The largest 
amount of insurance a miner was entitled to receive before the World War was 
240 crowns ($48). In December, 1923, the highest amount was 3,600,000 crowns 

1) for one man, 1,800,000 crowns for a widow, 950,000 crowns for an 
orphan——the amount of orphan money being limited so as to.kees the total 
amount of insurance paid to a widow within the 3,600,000 crowns allowed each 
Miner, An orphan losing both parents was receiving 1,200,000 crowns anmally. 
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The Bruderladen no longer insure against accidents; therefore, miners 
are insured with the general insurance companies. Accident insurance for 
miners was introduced in 1919, ee 


Labor Conditions 


Children under 14 years of age may not be employed in mines.. Juvenile 
miners under 18 years of age may be employed only in work that will not im- 
pair their physical development. Female workers may be employed only.above 
ground. Female workers of any age or juvenile male workers may not be em 
ployed at night--that is, between 8.00 p.m. and 5.00 a.m. 


' Working Hours 
Working hours are regulated by a law of July 28, 1919. The 8<hour shift 
is the rule. Under certain special contracts, however, a longer daily shift 
may be arranged for on the basis of a 48-hour week; and in continuous opera- 
tions the weekly hours may exceed 48, provided the total mmber of hours does 
not excoed 168 within three weeks. For underground operations working hours 
are calculated surface-to-surface. 


~ PETROLEUM 

| Austrian imports of crude oil and petroleum products amounted in 1927 
to 183,194 metric tons, valued at $6,767,000, and were increasing at the rate 
of 15 to 20 per cent annually. In order to reduce this factor in an already 
highly unfavorable balance of trade and in order to encourage the investment 
of foreign as well as domestic capital in the exploitation of oil-bearing 
areas in Austria, the Austrian Parliament passed an act on Jamary 17, 1929, 
which provided that companies boring for oil or gas between September 1, 1928, 


and December 31, 1931, should be exempted from the corporation tax 
(Korperschaftssteuer), under the following conditions: | | 


That the boring and construction work be conducted by — 
4ustrian firms and that the machinery and other equipment be of. 
domestic origin-~the use of machines and other equipment of 

_ foreign origin not to be excluded when it. is not available within 
: the country or, if available, only at mech higher prices or in 
" much poorer quality. ee - 4 


‘That after the expiration of two years from the date of - 
',finding oil the crude petroleum be distilled in plants within the 
country, in the form of either semimamufactured or finished pro- 

ducts, guch as gasoline, kerosene, benzene, gas oil, paraffin 
oil, lubricating oil, residues, and crack distillates. (The mere 
"taking off" of benzene and kerosene or the application of a less 
thorough distillation process than that indicated will not be 
considered as a fulfillment of the conditions for tax exemption.) 
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That the exemption from taxation be for a maximum period of 
eix years from the first discovery of oil on a commercial scale 
by the company in question. 


etroleum Areas 


Geological surveys and test borings made in various Austrian districts 
in the last two decades indicate that the Vienna Basin may be oil-bearing. 
This basin, which is about 125 miles long and 40 miles wide, belongs to the 
Alp-Carpathian Mountain complex. Two~thirds of it is in Austria, and one- 
third is in Czechoslovakia; it extends in a northeast-southwest direction 
from Gdding (Czechoslovakia) to Wiener-Neustadt (Lower Austria) and in an 
east-west direction from the-Leitha Mountains to the so-called "Vienna 
Forest" (Wienerwald). At least three well-developed dome structures exist: 
(1) near Zistersdorf, on the slopes of the Steinberg, north of the Dambe; 
(2) at Lenzendorf, south of. the Danube, about 13 kilometers southeast of 
Vienna; and (3) at Schwadorf, also south of the Dambe, and about 32 kilo- 
neters southeast of Vienna. <A comparatively recent report of these areas is 
as follows: | Se no, > 


The most northern dome is that on the slopes of the Steixberg, 
where the Steinberg Naftagesellschaft (allied with the French. 
Limanowa concern) and the firm:of Raky have put down drillings. 
The Nafta Co.'s shallow hand borings, carried to a depth of 40 to 
60 meters, yielded traces. of gas and oil and indicated the axis of 
the anticline and the site for the first deep well, which is. now 
in progress. Raky had already commenced a deep drilling a little 
over a mile southwest of the Nafta well, but work has been tempo- 
rarily suspended at 250 meters, apparently both for financial rea- 
sons and with the object of awaiting the outcome of the Nafta 
operations. 


The Lanzendorf and Schwadorf domes are south of the Danube. 
Drilling, undertaken more then 10 ‘years ago to locate lignite de- 
posits, encountered strong traces of o11 and gas at about 600 
meters and showed thet the summit of a large dome (Ianzendorf) 
was about a mile away. Geophysical tests located the dome accu- 
rately, and the Wiener Erdol A.-G. is now drilling a well, which 
has touched 700 meters; the Sarmatian formation, where the oil 
horizons are, is expected at 800 meters. In view of the prox- 
imity of the City of Vienna, with its millions of inhabitants, it 
is surprising that more than 10 years elapsed before the discovery 
of gas was followed by serious operations. The adjoining Schwadorf 
dome also is in the hands of the Wiener Erdol Co. Further pro- 
mising dome structures have been located at Moosbrunn, Wolkersdorf, 
and Paasdorf; and others are vorobable in the Marchfeld area. 


er SSS ND 
7 - Friedl, Dr. Karl, Is Oil Likely to be Found Commercially in Austria?: 
Pet. Times, vol. 22, No. 560, London, Oct. 5, 1929, pp. 650 and 659. 
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Southeast of the Vienna territory lies. the Hungaro-Croatisn 
late Tertiary basin, of which only marginal portions are within the 
Austrian border; in this region indications of oil have been found 
in Bergenland and South Styria. In the Austrian Alps, oil is known 


to occur in many localities, but only:at two, Wels and Leoprechting = 


~ near Taufkirchen, has serious drilling been carried out. At Wels. 
_ (Upper Austria) gas:was discovered in.1891, and 150 boreholes, " 
. varying in depth from 150 to 350 meters,-: have ‘supplied altogether 
_ 90,000,000 cubic feet of gas. In 1902-03, a deep drilling was 
’ carried to-a depth of 1,044 meters, : but with unsatisfactory results, 
” perhaps -owing to its not being placed close to the center of the 
_ dome. At 1,037 meters the granite underlying the basin was struck. 


At. Leoprechting a highly viscous oil was encountered; borings in 


' 1925 and 1926 yielded 150 tons. As the oil was too thick to be 

_, exploited by wells, a shaft was sunk to work the sand, which is on 
_ the average 8 meters in section, and which contains 40 per cent of 
“oil. Operations, however, were abandoned for legal reasons, and 


there has been no BCunvety since. . | . 

| Further dome structures in Upper instria have been proved at. 
Grieskirchen, Henhart, Taiskirchen, Vécklabrucic, ‘Bachmaning, . and 
southwest of the famous spa Bad Hall. sw = 


A’ symposiun, describing sonadtions: with ae to caianet ‘in the 


Vienna Basin (both in Austria and in ite extension into Czechoslovakia) 
recently appeared. . 


8 - Petroleuy; Vol. 27, No..6,,Berlin, Feb. 4, 1931, pp. 91-105. 
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